Word of the Day September 2021

2nd September 
Underwhelm – fail to impress or make a positive impact on (someone), disappoint
Eg: This restaurant continues to underwhelm me with its poor choice of bland dishes.

3rd September 
Indissoluble – unable to be destroyed; long-lasting
Eg: Their friendship was indissoluble even after 25 years.

6th September 
Toady – a person who behaves obsequiously (in a fawning or flattering manner) to someone important.
Eg: He is a real toady, complimenting the boss like that.

7th September 
Anodyne – not likely to cause offence; somewhat dull
Eg: This programme is daytime television at its most anodyne.

8th September 
Cognoscente – a connoisseur; a discerning expert
Eg: Being a cognoscenti of the art world, he knew that most of the paintings in the auction were of a lesser quality. 

9th September 
Retarget – to direct something towards a different target. To target someone or something again. 
Eg: We need to retarget the completion date of the job to factor in the level of staff absence.

10th September 
Pedantic – excessively concerned with minor details or rules; overscrupulous
Eg: As a grammar lover, it is hard for me not to judge everything I read with a pedantic eye.


13th September 
Fathom – to understand or figure something or someone out after much thought. A unit of measure referring to water depth equal to six feet. 
Eg: It is hard to fathom why such a harsh policy remains in place.

14th September 
Slipshod – characterised by a lack of care, thought or organisation.
Eg: He completed his homework in such a slipshod manner that it was hard to decipher the answers.

15th September 
Rapport – a close or harmonious relationship in which people understand each others feelings and ideas and communicate well together.
Eg: The teacher had a progressive teaching style and very quickly established a good rapport with her students. 

16th September 
Turbid – of a liquid; cloudy, opaque or thick with suspended matter. Confused or obscure in meaning or effect.
Eg: She scanned the turbid waters of the estuary desperately hoping to catch sight of her missing bracelet. Even with subtitles the complex plot of the French movie proved turbid to many of the audience members. 

17th September 
Deference – polite submission and respect.
Eg: He addressed her with the deference expected by a woman of her position.

20th September 
Reprise – a repeated passage in music. A repeat performance.
Eg: Following his successful portrayal of the main protagonist, he went on to reprise this role in four further movies.


21st September 
Feckless – lacking initiative or strength of character, irresponsible.
Eg: She had always been so reliable that everyone was bemused by her feckless younger brother.

22nd September 
Dissociate – to separate from association or union with another.
Eg: She was determined to make a good attempt to dissociate herself from her past and turn over a new leaf.

23rd September 
Comely – pleasant to look at or attractive (typically of a woman)
Eg: While Mona Lisa could hardly be described as comely there was something enigmatic about her smile.

24th September 
Servile – having or showing an excessive willingness to serve or please others.
Eg: As a waiter, you should be pleasant to people without appearing totally servile.

27th September 
Devious - showing a skilful use of underhand tactics to achieve goals. Insincere.
Eg: He realised that the only way to win in the tournament was to be as devious as his opponents.

28th September 
Amok – in a violently raging, wild or uncontrollable manner. Usually used with the verb to run.
Eg: She does not allow the children to eat a lot of sugary foods after dinner as she knows from experience that they will run amok until bedtime. 

29th September 
Vulcanise – to harden rubber or a similar material by treating it with sulphur at a high temperature.
Eg: The discovery of the process to vulvanise rubber for tyres was made by Charles Goodyear.


30th September 
Effusive – showing or expressing gratitude, pleasure or approval in an unrestrained or heartfelt manner. 
Eg: He was effusive in his praise of his teachers as he accepted the  scholarship award.
